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Houghton-on-the-Hill Parish Plan

1. Introduction to the Parish Plan

1.1 What isa Parish Plan? A Parish Plan is a statement, produced in consultation with the Parish Council,
and all the village community, that records the way in which the community would like to see the parish
develop. It includes comment on features and facilities which people would wish to be preserved, and those
which should be modified plus potential developments which might be encouraged and those which would be
received less favourably. Recommendations are formulated reflecting the views of the parishioners.

The Parish Plan has set out, in the Village Design Statement, the features, characteristics and formation of the
village and the criteria which should be applied when considering proposals to change them. The Parish Plan
Steering Group in concert with the Parish Council will seek to have these adopted as supplementary planning
guidance by Harborough District Council.

A Parish Plan can aso facilitate access to funding support for community projects.
2. Executive Summary

The Parish Plan was produced by a Steering Group comprising a group of volunteers from the community,
including a representative of the Parish Council.

2.1 Communication and Consultation. Communication with parishioners was primarily via the monthly
village magazine “Houghton News’. With a circulation approaching 500, a large proportion of households in
the parish receive this publication on a regular basis. Steering Group members also played a key role by
passing on information to friends and neighbours, and reporting informally to the Parish Council. Consultation
included: -
1. A written invitation to all businesses, clubs and societies in the village to submit questions that they
would like to have considered for inclusion in the main questionnaire.
2. An open invitation (via Houghton News) to everyone in the parish to join the Steering Group and
contribute to the Parish Plan process.
3. A Parish Plan exhibition held in the Village Hall on 6" September 2003. The objectives being:-
a) to acquaint people with the aims of the Parish Plan.
b) to demonstrate the activities and progress of the Steering Group.
c) to prepare parishioners for the task of completing the questionnaire so that when it was received
it would be viewed more objectively and enthusiastically within the overall context of the Plan and
the objectives of the Steering Group.
4. A pilot questionnaire to a sample of parishionersto test for ease of understanding, and appropriateness
of content.
5. A detailed questionnaire delivered to every household during October 2003 (which included an
invitation to ask for more if required).
6. A shorter questionnaire inviting young people in the village to submit their views separately.

This document summarises the views of the residents as reported via the consultation processes.

The Village Hall Exhibition was visited by 150 people, and a total of 342 completed questionnaires were
returned from the just over 600 delivered; i.e. almost 60% of households responded. Not every question was
answered by every respondent, indeed some questions were not relevant to some households. In addition to the
pure statistical analysis, respondents had the opportunity, for some topics, to provide their own comments.
Those comments have also been analysed and the results incorporated with the rest of the data.



2.2 ldentified Action Areas

From the results of the consultations conducted for the plan, some 31 issues have been identified as suitable to be
pursued.

The plan is owned by the Parish Council. The council will recommend acting upon an issue and seek a group(s) of
volunteers to support them. The group(s) will take over from the Parish Plan Steering Group and will continue to
receive support from the Rural Community Council in respect of the aims of the Plan.

Details of the identified action areas, how they may be pursued and who might be involved are set out in section 6.

Roads. A study to determine how the problems identified with the A47 through the village may be
alleviated by permanent speed cameras, flashing speed signals or a light controlled crossing. Also
improvements to be sought for wheelchair and pushchair users, and to reduce roadside and overhead
wiring clutter.

Transport. Acknowledging the uncertainty about the future of a scheduled bus service into the heart of
the village, to seek to enhance transport for access to healthcare and to meet expressed community
requirements especially to other popular destinations.

Village Facilities. To pursue opportunities raised by having a Parish Plan to access funding to support
local societies and interest groups. Funding opportunities will also be accessed for different amenities, such
as those associated with the Weir Lane Playing Field, which could become designated as defined important
open land under the Harborough District Local Plan.

Also to review litter bins, re-cycling facilities and the number of seats available for public use.

Crime. Although crime is not a major issue for the village, there isinterest in meeting with the local police
and re-vitalising the 'Neighbourhood Watch' scheme.

Field footpaths. Walking is popular but in general the field footpaths are not well maintained. Means to
improve these will be explored especially relating to stiles.

Metalled footpaths. There is concern about the state and lighting of the various passages through the
village and these are to be looked into. Also the possibility of acycleway along the A47 isto be pursued.

Heritage. To promote and focus the interest that already exists in the natural history of the parish and
surroundings. To seek to protect the heritage of the village through the planning process. See under
Housing and Development bel ow.

Housing and Development. To progress adoption by the Harborough District Council of the Village
Design Statement (VDS) as supplementary planning guidance in order that the views of parishioners, as
expressed in the consultation process, are taken into consideration when planning applications are
reviewed. The VDS is section 3 of the Parish Plan and sets out factors particular to Houghton for
consideration, in addition to the usual criteria when evaluating planning applications

Wildlife conservation. Although not included in the survey, the consultation has revealed an interest in
this subject. A local interest group might be established to promote interest in, and pursue issues related
to, local wildlife.



